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£% : (FEBEH (Fun Journey of Mazu Procession in the Springtime)

Going through quiet country paths.
Going through busy city streets.
The journey of Mazu procession.

1
k. _ #pay Itwas a beautiful day in March.
'5‘:1-52! Be ,fl' Father took Mother and me back to Grandfather's home to see the lively temple
?FE&‘ fios fair.
ey = The roads were crowded with tourists.
- " The streets and alleys were filled with the sound of firecrackers, gongs, drums
and suonas.
It was bustling.
2
E-_il,:, * Grandfather said Dajia Jenn Lann Temple is over 200 years old; it's older than my
.= grandfather's grandfather.
P h = *' -7 Grandfather also said, “People worship Mazu, Lin Mo Niang, in the temple. She
; '-_;.".-4- : _f‘ | protects the fishermen and always saves them bravely if they have troubles or
= -14'3-_”‘ " ?ﬁj are in danger on the sea. She is the Guardian Goddess of the Sea, and lots and
' _ lots of people believe in her; therefore, the temple is very exuberantly.
The procession of Mazu patrol and pilgrimage is held every year in lunar March.”
3
rlb'h*ﬁt':: ! Wow! What a gorgeou:c‘, temple! . . .
il . Grandfather said, “Lots of the decorations in the temple are delicate
;f,'f “;.ﬁ__ "'Is?:{: ~~ masterpieces by famous craftsmen. Besides, there are plaques hung inside the
S b gw temple which were rewarded by the emperors of Qing Dynasty.” Grandfather
B2 = told us more stories about Mazu.

Mather said, “Grandfather knows everything; he is really a doctor of Mazu!”
However, | couldn't remember anything! The only thing | could remember is that
both Qian Li Yan and Shun Feng Er are Mazu's good helpers.




The procession of Mazu patrol and pilgrimage was going to start. Lots and lots
of people came to worship Mazu. Grandfather and Grandmother were also busy

: joining in the procession. | wanted to go badly, but | was too young to go with

' them.
“ Mazu, where are you going?”
Mazu said, “l am going to visit my sisters down south. Let's go together when
you grow up.”

| was hungry! So Mother took me to stroll around the streets and go shopping.
Mother bought me a straw hat. We ate taro flavored Popsicles and Daijia crispy
butter cakes which were bigger than my face.

“It tastes very much like the sweet and delicious Vietnamese green bean
cake,” said Mother.
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The firecrackers were cracking and spluttering, and the gongs and drums were
deafening. So, we went back to the front of the temple very quickly. “Set out the
palanquin!” shouted the master of the ceremonies.

“Dong! Clang! Dong! Clang!” came from the drums and gongs.

“Baa! Hong! Baa! Hong!” shaojiaos joined in.

“Bang! Bang! Bang!” three gunshots showed to start off.
Everyone called out: “Mazu is leaving town!” Grandfather, Grandmother and
Father followed Mazu to start the journey of Mazu procession.
Good bye, Mazu!

The tired little rabbit had already fallen asleep. | was still thinking awake in bed,
tossing and turning.

“A nine days walking journey? Don't they walk too long?”

“Where exactly are they going?”

“Where do they sleep when they get tired?”

“What do they eat when they are hungry?”
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| spoke to Mazu very often while waiting for them to come back.

' Sometimes it rained, sometimes it shone.

“What if Grandfather gets wet in the rain?”
“What if Grandmother's feet get tired and hurt and Father cannot carry her?”
“Don't worry. Mazu will bless everyone,” said Mazu.

A few days later, Mazu was coming back finally.
On the day of their return, Mother and | waited on a bridge outside the town.
Suddenly, a person shouted, “Bao-ma-zai is coming!”
“He looked weird!”
He was leading a large group of people while striking the gong.
Here comes Grandmother! | see Grandmother!
“You're walking at a very fast pace, Grandmother!”

“I am so relaxed! | have Mazu's support!” Grandmother cheerfully replied.

Wow! San Tai Zi, a candy lover, was also in the group. He was dancing to the music,
making turns again and again.

He swayed his head when he danced. It was very interesting!

Tall General Qian Li Yan and General Shun Feng Er were walking with lifting up their
feet highly and shaking their bodies. They looked vigorous and majestic with their long
swinging arms!

Finally, | saw Grandfather. Grandfather carried me around on his shoulder.

“What is that?” | asked with curiosity.

“Wenchang pen. You will become smarter and be interested in studying after a
touch,” said grandfather.

“Grandfather! Come on! We are almost there, | want to touch it.”

Bihsie

| stretched out my neck to glance around.

“Mazu is here! Mazu is here! ”
Many people were lining up respectfully and waiting for “being under Mazu's
palanquin” . Everyone kneeled on the ground with their palms put together and prayed
to Mazu for help.

“Wonderful Mazu, please make me smarter!” | said.
Mazu smiled and gave me a very great gift.
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There were many warmhearted people on the streets; they have prepared tea, food

i and fruit.

“Thank you for your effort, please take more of them.”

“Thank you! | appreciate your kindness very much.”
Everyone was smiling.

“The smiles on everyone's face make everybody look like Mazu,” said Father.
Everyone received one of Mazu's love gifts.

Father, Mother and | headed back to the temple first. In front of the temple, tons of
people were performing there. My favorite performances were mono-cycling, playing
diabolos, dragon dancing and drum-array jumping. Hmmm------ ! These were all
performed by children.
| kept asking Father and Mother when Mazu will come back to the temple.

“Mazu procession will continue patrolling on the streets for a while,” said Father.

The pounding sounds of drums started again as well as those of gongs and cymbals.
People fired the firecrackers which exploded away here and there.

“Mazu comes back! Mazu comes back!”
Everyone swung their hands in the air and shouted, “Come in! Come in! Come in!”
The palanquin marched forward straightly as if it was about to take off. The palanquin
was carried in and out of the temple for three times before it quickly rushed into the
temple. “Click!” The doors were shut in order to let Mazu return to her seat safely.
Everyone kneeled on the ground to worship with respects.

The sound of shaojiao stopped and the temple's doors opened. No one could wait to
worship and thank Mazu for being their guardian wherever they went on the journey.
“Come back again next year!”
“Sure! Take care of yourself! You shall walk with Mazu until you are 100 years old!”
Everyone went home with a blessed flag and hoped all family members will be safe
and healthy for the whole year.

Mother said that Taiwanese are friendly and kindly.

We shall share these photos of passionate and warm people in Taiwan with our family
and friends in Vietnam.

| also hope that Grandfather and Grandmother on mother's side can come and join us
in the Mazu procession next year.
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